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PASTOR’S REFLECTION 
     By the time you read these words, Karen and I will have joined in the celebration of our granddaughter’s first 

birthday. What a wonderful reason to celebrate! 

     Throughout the course of any given year, our families celebrate many things, don’t we? Birthdays, 

anniversaries, graduations, holidays. We cheer when our sports teams win a big game. We congratulate our AA 

friends when they reach another sobriety milestone, as well as our own victories when the bathroom scale returns 

a more favorable result. 

     Together as a congregation we have much to celebrate as well. God has blessed this church in so many ways, 

enabling us to be a blessing to those who attend worship, who watch online and who benefit from the work of the 

many outreach ministries we actively support. All of that happens as God works in each of us, inspiring us to be 

incredibly generous in the stewardship of our time, talents, treasures, and testimonies. 

     So, in September we Celebrate! We have chosen that theme so that we might reflect on the impact of our 

faithfulness. Each week our Sunday services will focus on an element of ministry worth celebrating, with each 

celebration building toward Consecration Sunday on September 25th. On that day you will be invited to come to 

the altar and once again indicate your stewardship commitment for 2023. 

     In the days to come, you will receive a “Time and Talent” booklet that is filled with ways to serve God through 

one of this church’s multiple ministries, and later in the month, you will receive an Estimate of Giving card for 

2023. The compiled information on those cards determines the size of our congregational budget next year. 

     Please, right now, begin to pray about how God will use you here at Grace. And join in the celebration all 

month long! 

Celebrate God’s Gifts 



CONSECRATION LUNCHEON SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 25 

                              FOLLOWING THE 10:45 AM SERVICE 

      Lunch will be a carry in/potluck style in the Community Center.  We will ask you to 

contribute a dessert, salad or hot dish, the meat will be provided.  Please use the Grace App 

Connect tab or use the Sign-Up Central in the Narthex to register and what you will bring 

(dessert, salad or hot dish).  Please register by September 19. These luncheons have always 

been fun and we anticipate this one being as enjoyable - if you are there to make it that 

way! 

 

2023 ESTIMATE OF GIVING 
Financial support in the form of a pledge is an expression of praise and thanksgiving to God.  

“Each one should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God 

loves a cheerful giver” (2 Corinthians 9:7).    

Pledges are the promises made by individuals and families to financially underwrite the congregation’s 

expenses.  On September 26 those in worship will be given the opportunity to complete and submit “Estimate of 

Giving” pledge cards for 2023.  Based on the total anticipated giving for next year, the 2023 ministry plan (budget) 

will be prepared. 

September 25 is Consecration Sunday 2022.  During both worship services on that day, those in attendance will 

be given the opportunity to submit their pledges, their “Estimate of Giving” cards, and Time and Talent sign-up 

forms. Please come to give thanks and praise to our Lord for all He has entrusted to us! 

2023 ESTIMATE OF GIVING CARD 
Take one step up for Christ and His Church! 

 
In response to God’s love and as a commitment to Christ and the mission of Grace Lutheran Church,  

I/we offer this estimate of giving for the year 2023 Operating budget: 
 

   $    per week        per month          per year  (please check one) 
 

This card represents a faith estimate.  It can be changed at any time by notifying Darla Kalifoot,  
Church Administrator 

 

Name         Phone #  __________________________________________                                                                                   

Address 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________                                                                                                        

E-mail address_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

IT’S TIME 

     It’s time for the Time and Talent booklets. It’s time for all of us to reflect on our Spiritual Gifts and apply them to 

the various ministries at Grace.   

     You should have received your Time and Talent booklet in the mail as of this writing. Please review it, mark the 

response form and turn it in on Consecration Sunday.   

     This year has been a time of Celebration of Grace and I hope you have joined in that celebration at some point 

in the year. There has been a basket of kisses for you to enjoy if you are having a birthday, anniversary, retiring, or 

just having a small private celebration.   

     We are continuing this celebration on Consecration Sunday with a luncheon. This year we are having a potluck 

luncheon. That really says celebration to me because we have some of the very best cooks around.   At the 

luncheon will be the Yellow Springs Brass Quartet to share their talents with us, as our celebration continues.  

     The time for the luncheon is after the 10:45 am service on Sunday, September 25.  

     The celebration doesn’t end on September 25. We will continue to celebrate through the rest of the year and 

once again celebrate at out Charity Auction on December 3. So, mark this time on your calendar and join us for that 

fun filled event!  



A MESSAGE FROM YOUR 2022 NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

     The Grace 2022 Nominating Committee extends an invitation to members who have been active for a period of 

at least one year to nominate potential candidates to serve on next year’s Grace Council. Please be sure to obtain 

prior approval from the person being nominated and then forward your nomination in writing to one of the 

Nominating Committee members by the end of September.  

     This year’s Nominating Committee members are Kristin Cline, Mary Lantz, Jim Leonard, Dean Settles, Beth 

Szekacs and Cathy Zernechel. 

ADULT EDUCATION THIS FALL 
     Two new adult learning and growing opportunities will be available beginning in September. 

     First, the Adult Sunday School class will be using Andy Stanley’s video series “The Time of Your Life.” This series 

takes a deep dive look at time, one of the four components of Biblical Stewardship, and begins Sunday, September 

4. This series was chosen to coordinate with our congregation focus on stewardship during September. Here is the 

series description: 

     What time is it?  Where did all the time go?  Does time really fly when you're having fun?  Maybe we think about 
time so much because there never seems to be enough of it.  Maybe there's only one question we need to ask.  
What am I doing with my time?   Simple question? Easy answer? It's time you found out. Don't waste another 
second.  

     The following Wednesday, September 7, our Wednesday night FUEL returns with the Grace Family Table meal at 

6 p.m. At 7 p.m. Pastor Brodbeck and others will facilitate a study from the book “The Ways of the Alongsider.” This 

study will walk you through what it means to make disciples and provide you with the tools for joining in this key 

component of our congregational mission. Workbooks are $15 and are currently available in the church office.  

     Come grow with us! 

NALC CONVOCATION 
     Our denomination, the North American Lutheran Church (NALC), held its annual convocation virtually on Friday, 

August 6. Representing Grace were Pastor Tom Brodbeck, and council members Steve Garrett, Kim Fitzgerald and 

Michelle Kouse. 

     Despite being streamlined to a single evening, this event was packed with valuable information. All Grace 

members are encouraged to visit https://thenalc.org/2022-mission-convocation-archive/ to see four videos of the 

proceedings. You should be especially interested in watching the 20-minute Mission Convocation Ministry Summary 

Report. It provides an excellent recap of what the NALC is doing currently.  

     You may also want to watch the 13-minute video titled “2020 Vision.” It officially launches the Today, Tomorrow, 

Forever capital campaign, which seeks to raise $5 million dollars to fund the denomination’s vision. You will hear 

more about that in the coming days, once the print materials have been received by our congregation. 

2020 Vision Prayer From Bishop Dan Selbo 

Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the power at work 

within us, to him be glory in the Church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen.      

–Ephesians 3:20-21 

Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, we thank you and praise you for the abundance of your mercy and the 

faithfulness of your grace revealed and given to us in Jesus Christ. We thank you for the calling we have in Him and 

for the way in which we have been brought together by You in the body of the North American Lutheran Church. 

We pray for your Holy Spirit to guide us as we consider the opportunities we have to serve in ways that will honor 

You and as we share in the work entrusted to us by our Lord. We ask for open hearts to be attentive to Your 

leading, for open minds to be challenged and transformed by Your love, and for generous and faith-filled spirits to 

respond to the calling we share. 

Lord, we pray for the 2020 Vision of our church, asking for You to continue to work through us to carry out Your will. 

We pray that our individual gifts will be used in collective ways to offer a witness to the world of the salvation found 

only in the cross and resurrection of our Lord Jesus. 

Strengthen our faith. Bless our work. Use our lives, that the life-giving message of Jesus would be proclaimed and 
heard, today, tomorrow & forever. Amen. 



 

OUTREACH CORNER 

     For the month of September, we would like to collect items needed for the ARK at the Children’s Rescue Center 

and H.O.P.E. Ministries in order to support their efforts to provide safe after school activities for local youth and 

share the Gospel with them as well.  Please watch the Grace App and the Narthex for more specifics on needed 

items.  Please place items in collection box in the narthex through September 25th.   

      

 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE:  Next Breakfast Break will be Sunday October 

2nd when Kim and Kevin Moore from Living Water Lutheran Church 

in Centerville Ohio and Kit Brunson from SMI Haiti will be 

presenting to us about their mission work in Haiti.   Watch for more 

information.  

FAITHWORKS: IT WORKS 
     During an economical stressful time several years ago, Grace established “FaithWorks,” an assistance fund 

designed to help its members meet financial obligations as needed. That fund still exists, and continues to fulfill its 

original purpose. 

     Recently we were able to help a member fix the brakes on her car. Although she gave us permission to use her 

name, we want to honor the FaithWorks promise of confidentiality, but here is a part of her thank you note: 

     “I want to thank Grace congregation for helping me with car repair. S&J auto repair fixed by brake pads and 
rotors today. First I thank Jesus Christ. He was working through you. If possible, I would like Grace members to 
know I appreciate their generosity. All praise and glory to our Lord Jesus Christ. Thank you!” 

     FaithWorks is replenished each time you make a purchase through Amazon Smile and KrogerPlus, provided you 

have designated your church as the beneficiary of your purchase. Any member with a financial need can request a 

grant of up to $750 per 12 month period by contacting Pastor Brodbeck. All requests are 100% confidential.  

GRACE GARDEN 
MINISTRY 

September 11 will be 
the last Sunday for the 
Grace Harvest Table. 
The Grace Garden 
team would like to 
thank all the wonderful 
volunteers who have 
helped with the Grace 
garden and the 
Jefferson Street Oasis 
Garden and Grilling 
event.  



LAY MINISTRY  

GRACE’S CHARITY AUCTION 

December 3, 2022 9:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. 

If you knit, crochet, quilt, make stained glass, woodworking, cards, or other 
crafting skills, we need your talents!  

Contact Janet Rice, janet.rice@grace-nalc.org,  

for more information. 

HEARTFELT THANKS     

     I feel very honored by Grace Church, where so many thoughtful greetings for my 92nd birthday were received. 
Bob Ogden 

HOPE GUILD NEWS 

Operation Christmas Child will be setting out the 

shoeboxes October 2, 2022 for you to pick up and 

return to church no later than November 13.  Any 

questions can be answered by calling Agnes Smoot at 

937-284-1009.  

IT’S JOY TIME! 

     Joy Guild’s first get together for this new year will be Tuesday, September 13 at 2:00 p.m. The location will be 

the shelter house above the dam and across from the Ranger/Nature Center at the Clarence Brown Reserve, 

weather permitting.  E are hoping for glorious weather and a joy filled time. We will have devotions, and planning for 

our Bible study and outreach. We will also have special time with reconnecting and refreshments. Bring your photos 

and joy! We encourage all our members to attend and would also love to have guests. Any questions, please call 

Carolyn Thompson or Sheryl Stolarski. 



CELEBRATING JESUS IN SONG 
     “Let’s just praise the Lord. Praise the Lord. Let’s just lift our hearts to heaven and praise the Lord.” 

Bill & Gloria Gaither 

     Many enjoy the great privilege of joining together with others and praising Jesus Christ in song. Here at Grace 

the dedicated and talented musicians of the Sanctuary Choir, Grace Notes Handbell and Grace Handchime Choirs 

enjoy making music together. Members look forward to practicing, sharing and praying for each other’s joys and 

concerns, and sharing the message of Jesus through music in worship services. We are very thankful for all 

members in the Grace vocal and instrumental choirs and for all the wonderful music they provide in our worship 

services throughout the year. Just looking back to the summer months, members of our choir and handbells were 

active during nine services in June, July, and August, celebrating our Lord and Savior in song.  

     On Wednesday, September 7, the Sanctuary Choir and Grace Notes Handbells are resuming their fall schedules. 

The Sanctuary Choir welcomes adults and teens with a God-given talent for singing and blending voices together. 

The choir practices most Wednesdays at 7:00 pm and sings mainly at the 10:45 am traditional services, both 

services for festival services, and special services, such as on Christmas Eve, during the church year. Grace Notes 

Handbells, a note reading group, usually participates at least once a month in various sized groupings. While the 

Handchime Choir, children and beginners of all ages, come together at special times during the year, such as Easter, 

etc. 

     New members are always welcome and your talents are needed to celebrate Jesus in song. If you are interested 

in singing, ringing, or chiming or for more information about our friendly choirs, please contact director, Barbara 

Blackburn. Her church email is barbara.blackburn@grace-nalc.org or get in touch via the church office at 937-399-

6257. 

     A special fellowship potluck is scheduled for Saturday, September 10, 5:00 pm 

at Grace for the choirs, their families, and all others who might be interested in 

joining. Bring a covered dish, table service will be provided. If you would like to learn 

more about our choirs, you are welcome to attend the potluck and become better 

acquainted. Come and enjoy some good fellowship and food. We’d love to welcome 

you to our friendly choir family and let’s celebrate Jesus in song! 

     Barbara Blackburn 

 

  

 

Grace Notes Handbell and Handchime choir and Grace Sanctuary Choir performing for the Champion City Kings 

mailto:barbara.blackburn@grace-nalc.org


 

SEPTEMBER EVENTS 
Thursday, September 1 
11:00 am  Adult Bible Study 
  1:00 pm Service Quilt Guild 
  1:00 pm Brass rehearsal 
 
Friday, September 2 
 
Saturday, September 3 
  8:00 am Men’s Bible Study               
 
Sunday, September 4 
  8:00 am Worship 
  9:15 am Sunday School for all                        
10:45 am Contemporary        
               Worship 
 
Monday, September 5 
Grace office closed 
 
Tuesday, September 6 
  8:00 am Men’s Bible Study 
11:30 am —1:30pm Staff meeting/
office closed 
 
Wednesday, September 7 
  5:30 pm GraceNotes rehearsal 
  6:00 pm Wed. Night Dinner  
  6:30 pm GriefShare 
  7:00 pm 9-12 Youth Group 
  7:00 pm Sanctuary Choir             
 
Thursday, September 8 
11:00 am  Adult Bible Study 
  1:00 pm Service Quilt Guild 
 
Friday, September 9 
 
Saturday, September 10 
 8:00 am  Men’s Bible Study 
 5:00 pm GraceNotes/Sanctuary       
              Choir Potluck 
 
 
Sunday, September 11 
 8:00 am  Worship 
 9:15 am  Sunday School for all  
10:45 am Worship 
 
Monday, September 12 
 
 
 
 

Tuesday, September 13 
  8:00 am Men’s Bible Study 
11:30 am —1:30pm Staff meeting/
office closed 
2:00 pm   Joy Guild   
6:00 pm Executive Committee 
 
Wednesday, September 14 
 9:30 am  Hope Guild 
 1:30 pm  Charity Guild 
 5:30 pm  GraceNotes rehearsal 
 6:00 pm  Wed. Night Dinner  
 6:30 pm  GriefShare 
 7:00 pm  9-12 Youth Group 
 7:00 pm  Sanctuary Choir             
 
Thursday, September 15 
11:00 am Adult Bible Study 
 1:00 pm  Brass rehearsal 
 
Friday, September 16 
 
Saturday, September 17 
 8:00 am  Men’s Bible Study 
 
Sunday, September 18 
 8:00 am  Worship 
 9:15 am  Sunday School for all  
10:45 am  Worship 
 
Monday, September 19 
 1:00 pm  Essence of Grace         
 6:00 pm  Prayer Support Team 
 
Tuesday, September 20 
 8:00 am  Men’s Bible Study 
11:30 am —1:30pm Staff meeting/
office closed 
  7:00pm  Grace Council meeting 
 
Wednesday, September 21 
  5:30 pm GraceNotes rehearsal 
  6:00 pm Wed. Night Dinner  
  6:30 pm GriefShare 
  7:00 pm 9-12 Youth Group 
  7:00 pm Sanctuary Choir             
 
Thursday, September 22 
11:00 am  Adult Bible Study 
 
Friday, September 23 
 
 

 Saturday, September 24 
  8:00 am  Men’s Bible Study 
 
 Sunday, September 25 
  8:00 am  Worship 
  9:15 am  Sunday School for all  
10:45 am  Worship 
12:00 pm  Consecration Potluck 
 
Monday, September 26 
 
Tuesday, September 27 
  8:00 am Men’s Bible Study 
11:30 am —1:30pm Staff meeting/
office closed 
 
Wednesday, September 28 
  5:30 pm GraceNotes rehearsal 
  6:00 pm Wed. Night Dinner  
  6:30 pm GriefShare 
  7:00 pm 9-12 Youth Group 
  7:00 pm Sanctuary Choir    
 
Thursday, September 29 
11:00 am  Adult Bible Study 
 
 Friday, September 30 

Ryan Hanford Commissioning 
to Public Discipleship  



CURRENT RESIDENT OR 

www.grace-nalc.org    937.399.6257 

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP 

HELP & ENCOURAGEMENT AFTER THE DEATH OF A SPOUSE, CHILD,  

FAMILY MEMBER, OR FRIEND 

You are welcome to begin attending our GriefShare group at any point. Each 
session is “self-contained,” so you do not have to attend in sequence.  

Wednesdays 6:30 –8:30 p.m. 

August 24– November 16, 2022 


