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Eyes to See 

John 9:1-25 
 

INTRODUCTION 

You might remember that John Newton was a vulgar slave ship captain who had 

rightly earned the nickname “The Great Blasphemer.” That is the man he was 

before he met Jesus. This morning I want to tell a bit about the man he became 

after he met Jesus.  

• I want to tell you about John Newton, the parish pastor of a small 

congregation in Olney, England.  

 

Newton’s congregation in Olney had worship services on both Sunday morning 

and Sunday evening. For the Sunday evening services at this church Pastor John 

would often compose a song that would support the Scriptures for the evening. In 

fact, in 1779 two hundred and eight six (286) of those songs were collected and 

published in a hymnal. The Olney hymnal, named after the little village where his 

church was located.  

• By the way, six of those hymns are also reprinted in our Lutheran Book of 

Worship.  

 

You may not know all 286, but there is one hymn that you know very well:   

 

Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound, That saved a wretch like me. 

I once was lost but now I’m found da duh da duh da duh. 

 

Do you remember how that verse concludes? That last line is drawn from the last 

verse of the Gospel reading for today. 

 

(formerly blind man speaking):  I once was blind but now I see! (John 9:25) 

 

John 9 is the story of a blind man who gains his eyesight. Not “re-gains” it. “Gains” it.  He 

was blind from birth. Never in his lifetime had he ever been able to see. 

 

As (Jesus) went along, he saw a man blind from birth. (John 9:1) 

 

• In the story that follows, once this man recovers his eyesight, he immediately 

started to walk around like a typically sighted person.  

• Complete and total healing. An amazing miracle. 

 

Now here is the fascinating part of that healing story. Neurologists like Dr. Oliver Sacks 

point out that if this healing really happened as the Bible say, then this once-blind man 

was actually the recipient of a double miracle: 

• Not only did Jesus fixed his optic hardware  

• But he must also have installed the necessary mental software which allowed the 

man to make sense of the information coming through his eyes. 
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According to Dr. Sacks, although we do not realize it most of the time, the ability to see 

is one part physical phenomenon and another part mental exercise. To function as a 

sighted person requires having access to a long backlog of visual experience. 

 

For this reason, blind people who surgically receive the ability to see cannot instantly 

begin to act like all other seeing persons. Without having had any prior experience with 

things like depth perception, the formerly blind find themselves reaching for objects 

that are actually well out of reach and knocking over a glasses of water which are 

closer than they thought.  

• Likewise, those who were once-blind misjudge steps and bump into walls 

because they have not yet acquired the knack for interpreting visual data.  

• Some even continue to use their white canes for a while so that they can slowly 

begin to connect how the world has always felt through the tip of the cane with 

how it now looks through their eyeballs.  

• It also takes time to learn how to recognize objects which previously had been 

known only by their shape and texture.  

o For example, the once-blind may know what a cell phone feels like, but 

may have to be told “that’s a phone” the first time they see one. 

 

As it turns out …  

 

Seeing is much harder than it looks! 

 

That is the message of our Gospel text, albeit from a spiritual perspective.  

• The man who had been physically blind turns out to have better spiritual vision 

than people who never had any eye problems. 

• And those religious leaders who believe their spiritual vision is better than 20/20 

turn out to be the truly blind ones. 

 

Why is that so? The text offers three reasons: 

 

 

REASON #1:  SEEING RESULTS FROM OBEYING 

Look at verse 7: 

 

“Go,” Jesus told him, “Wash in the Pool of Siloam” … So the man went and 

washed, and came home seeing. (John 9:7) 

 

Now let’s be clear. Even the most vile person in the world can see God if God chooses 

to make Himself known. And God has. My favorite such story involves a prophet’s 

donkey. The donkey could see but the prophet could not. You can read about it 

Numbers 22. 

• And in all of our lives we begin to get glimpses of God before our faith in Him 

becomes solid and real. 

• But the likelihood and the frequency of seeing God at work increases every time 

we obey what we know He wants us to do. 
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F.B. Meyer was a pastor in London, England, while Charles Spurgeon and G. Campbell 

Morgan were preaching there, too. All three were all great preachers, but Spurgeon’s 

church and Morgan’s church were both bigger than Meyer’s church. And he admitted 

to being a bit envious of them. 

 

So he prayed, asking God to tell him what to do because he was jealous of them, and 

he didn’t want to be jealous. God instructed him to pray for both Spurgeon and 

Morgan, specifically that their churches would prosper, and that more and more 

people would come to them. 

 

Well, Pastor Meyer thought that he didn’t want to do that. But he decided that he had 

better obey the God, so he prayed diligently that Spurgeon’s church and Morgan’s 

church would grow and grow.  

 

He said, “Their churches grew so much in answer to my prayers, that they overflowed. 

And,” he said, “the overflow started coming to my church.” 

 

The blind man got both his physical sight and his spiritual sight from that single act of 

obedience. And that’s what he reported to the religious leaders when they questioned 

him: 

 

The man they call Jesus made some mud and put it on my eyes. He told me to 

go to Siloam and wash. So I went and washed, and then I could see.” (John 

9:11) 

 

Seeing results from obeying. 

 

 

REASON #2:  SEEING REQUIRES BELIEVING WHAT YOU SEE  

Verse 16: 

 

Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not keep the 

Sabbath.” (John 9:16) 

 

The Pharisees could see with their physical eyes what had actually happened in that 

blind man’s life, but they refused to accept what their eyes told them.  

 

I went to my optometrist about a month ago. The vision in my right eye was pretty 

stable, but there was enough of a change in my left to warrant new lenses. If you have 

ever been there, you know the exam involves putting a lot of lenses in front of you in 

order to find the one that helps you see clearly. 

• Which is better? One or two? 

• And then you read that line of letters.  

 

I went into that appointment thinking that not much had changed. But when he had 

done all of his testing, my optometrist put in front of me eyes two possibilities.  

• The first, he said, was what I have now.  
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• The second was his recommendation for my new lens. Wow. Once I saw the 

difference, I knew it was true. My left eye wasn’t as sharp as it was the last time I 

was there. 

 

Spiritually two people can look at the same thing, but only one sees God at work. 

• In the Exodus story, Moses stood before Pharoah and told him that God was 

about to do some horrible things if the Israelites were not freed. And so that 

land was filled with frogs and flies and gnats and locusts, the people got boils, 

and water was turned to blood. 

o The hand of God, Moses said. 

o A cheap magician’s trick, answered Pharoah 

 

• Two people can gather beside a hospital bed and rejoice as test results show 

remarkable and unexpected improvement. 

o The miracle of modern medicine, say some. 

o Our prayers are being answered is the opinion of others. 

 

Seeing spiritually requires believing God is at work in the things you see. 

 

 

APPLICATION:  SEEING RESPONDS WITH PRAISE 

Throughout this Lenten season, I have been encouraging you to see Jesus in a specific 

way. I have asked you to follow the urging of John the Baptist and: 

 

Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. (John 1:29) 

 

The religious leaders in this text could not – would not – do that. They looked at Jesus 

and saw trouble: 

 

Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not keep the 

Sabbath.” (John 9:16) 

 

Their physical eyes worked well. Their spiritual eyes failed.  

 

The blind man, however, saw something else when he looked at Jesus.  

 

He replied, “Whether he is a sinner or not, I don’t know. One thing I do know. I 

was blind but now I see!” (John 9:25) 

 

He didn’t write it, but he could have sung it: 

 

Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound, That saved a wretch like me. 

I once was lost but now I’m found da duh da duh da duh. 

 

Behold the Lamb. 

• See what God is actively doing in your life, and in the lives of those around 

you. 
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• Notice how faith is being developed in you and in them. 

• Listen to the prayers that are being answered. 

• Hear the testimonies of those whose lives are being change. 

 

Behold the Lamb! 

 

Amen. 

 


