
 
 

Lectionary Bible Study 

For Sunday, April 2, 2023 (Palm Sunday) 
 

Isaiah 50:4-9a  
 

Discussion Starters 

1. Verses 4-9 are the third of four “Servant Songs”. How would you describe the 

Servant’s mission? What about this passage describes the events of Palm Sunday? 

2. How is the Servant different from the standard expectation of the Messiah held by 

most Jews of Jesus’ day? 

3. What might cause the Servant to be mistreated like this? 

4. How does the Servant find strength during these times of mistreatment? 

5. What is a “well-instructed” tongue? 
 

Philippians 2:5-11  
 

Discussion Starters 

1. Verse 5 begins with the admonition to “have the same attitude” as Jesus. What 

attitude did He display?  How is it possible for us to have that attitude? 

2. What do you think it was like for Jesus to leave heaven and become human? 

3. In what way does this passage counter the world’s view of “success”? 

4. What are practical ways for Christians today to apply this passage to their lives? 

5. This passage is often titled “The Humiliation of Christ.”  In what ways might this have 

been humiliating?   
 

Matthew 26:1-15  
 

Discussion Starters 

1. Why was Passover a perfect time for the events of vv. 1-5 to unfold? Why might that 

timing be risky? 

2. What is significant about the setting for the woman’s gift to Jesus? Why are the 

disciples indignant? 

3. What is Jesus trying to teach His disciples about priorities? 

4. Why did Judas take money to betray Jesus? Why not do it for free? 

5. What did Jesus mean by “you will always have the poor with you?” 

 

Matthew 21:1-11  
 

Discussion Starters 

1. Why did Jesus ride a donkey and not a stallion? 

2. What does “Hosanna” mean? 

3. Why is Jesus called the “Son of David”? What is the significance of that title? 

4. Why is the crowd so excited to see Jesus? 

 

WRAP UP 
What key insight did you gain from this Bible study?  How might it make a difference in 

how you live today? 


