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I AM the Light of the World 

John 1:1-4, 9-10; 8:12 
 

INTRODUCTION 

In two weeks you will be introduced to one of the three great pilgrimage feasts of 

the Jewish faith: Passover. Tonight, however, I want to introduce you to another 

one: The Feast of Tabernacles. The Feast of Tabernacles is also known as Sukkot or the 

Feast of Booths. It is a week-long festival in the fall of the year – usually late October –  

and it is a reminder of the 40-year wandering of the Israelites in the wilderness after their 

release from captivity in Egypt. 

 

Throughout the holiday, Jews now and in the days of Jesus observe this time by building 

and living in temporary shelters, just like the Hebrew people did while they were 

wandering in the desert. Sort of a backyard campout. This is meant to remind the Jews 

who did not live through the wilderness wanderings of God's deliverance, protection, 

provision, and faithfulness. In earlier history, they were actually expected to live in those 

shelters, but in more modern times the expectation has been reduced to simply having 

a meal in it each day. Not everyone likes to go camping in late October.  

 

Back in the days of Jesus, on the evening of the festival’s first day, there was a 

ceremony called “The Illumination of the Temple.”  

• The temple court – actually the Court of Women (so that everyone could attend 

– was surrounded with deep galleries, erected especially to hold the spectators. 

• In the center of the court stood four huge candelabra. 

• When darkness came, those candelabra were lit. It was said that the blaze of 

light from them went all throughout the city and lit up every courtyard with their 

brilliance. 

• The people would then dance and sing and praise God all night long.  

• This was all meant to illustrate and celebrate the prophecy of Isaiah that said the 

coming Messiah would also be a light to the Gentiles: 

 

There will be a time in the future when Galilee of the Gentiles … will be 

filled with glory. The people who walk in darkness will see a great light. For 

those who live in a land of deep darkness, a light will shine. (Isaiah 9:1-2) 

 

The Feast of the Tabernacles is the backdrop for our Scripture tonight. You need to 

have the picture in your mind of this festival and those four huge candelabra burning if 

this is to make any sense to you. 

 

So picture it with me. In the morning, after the dancing was over and with the 

candelabra still burning behind him, Jesus stood before that worshipping community 

and proclaimed:  

 

I AM the light of the world. (John 8:12) 

 

In this one seven-word sentence, Jesus told everyone who could hear His voice that He 

was both God and the Messiah.  
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• God, because of the I AM statement 

• Messiah, because of Isaiah’s prophecy that the Messiah would be the light to the 

Gentiles 

 

In addition to these words in John 8, I also read to you the introduction to John’s Gospel 

when John first introduces us to this Light of the World. From those verses I want to make 

these observations. 

 

 

OBSERVATION #1:  THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD TRIUMPHS OVER THE DARKNESS OF THE WORLD 

 

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. (John 1:5) 

 

Here is one of the fascinating laws of nature: 

 

In a battle between light and dark, light always wins. 

 

Long before any scientist proved it in his lab, John nailed it in his gospel. “The light shines 

in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.” 

 

If you have ever taken a tour through a cave, this point of my message will make sense 

to you. My grandson Gabriel and I recently went to Ohio Caverns, and like they do at 

so many other places, at one point on the tour they turned out the lights. It was totally 

dark.  

• Before they turned the lights out I took Gabriel’s hand so that I knew where he 

was. He was there right beside me, but when those lights went out, I could not 

see him even though I was holding onto him tightly. 

• After a few moments of total darkness, our tour guide asked anyone who 

wanted the light to come back on to raise their hand. But of course it was so 

dark you couldn’t see any hands raised. He graciously turned the lights back on 

anyway. And the darkness went away! 

 

Light vs darkness is a theme that runs throughout the Gospel of John. Light is always 

connected to the truth and to God, and the darkness is always related to evil and 

wrongdoing. It is really fascinating to read. Let me give you an example: 

 

This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but people loved darkness 

instead of light because their deeds were evil. Everyone who does evil hates the 

light, and will not come into the light for fear that their deeds will be exposed.  

But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly 

that what they have done has been done in the sight of God. (John 3:19-21) 

 

When there is a light around darkness never wins. Every light, no matter how small, 

triumphs over the darkness. You see it shine! 
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When Jesus came into the world, darkness was doomed. Even those poor wretched 

Gentiles would be able to dispel the darkness of their lives. The light of the world was 

here! 

 

But consider this:  Jesus will make seven of these I AM statements. This is the only one 

where Jesus applies the same statement to us and to Him. In John 8, as we have seen, 

Jesus says that He is the light of the world. But in Matthew 5 says these very familiar 

words: 

 

You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do 

people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and 

it gives light to everyone in the house.  In the same way, let your light shine 

before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in 

heaven. (Matthew 5:14-16) 

 

Jesus is the Light of the World, and we are the light of the world. Jesus does not make 

the same statement about us with any of the other I AM statements to He says about 

Himself. He doesn’t say: 

• We are the good shepherd. 

• We are the way, the truth and the life. 

• We are the resurrection and the life. 

 

Only He is those things. But when we begin to walk in faith with Jesus – that is, when we 

become Christians – we too become the light of the world. And as light, we shine! 

Where there is darkness, our lives disperse it.  

• It is not our light. It is the light of Christ within us and reflected through us.  

• So there is no such thing as a dark place if we are there. It might be as dark as 

the deepest cavern before we arrive, but even a single solitary light like us dispels 

darkness.  

• When we show up, light wins again. Darkness loses. You make a difference just 

by being there. 

 

 

OBSERVATION #2:   LIGHT IS NOT ALWAYS A WELCOMED PRESENCE 

 

The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. He was in 

the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not 

recognize him. (John 1:9-10) 

 

Another translation reads like this: 

 

He came to His own home, and His own people did not welcome Him. (Barclay) 

 

Remember, Light wins every time, and for that very reason some people don’t like the 

light. As the John passage pointed out, some people need the darkness to hide the 

things that they are doing.  
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One morning a mother called her son into the kitchen. “Young man,” she said, “There 

were two cookies laying on this counter when I went to bed last night. May I ask how it 

happened that there is only one cookie here now?"  The boy hung his head in shame, 

but said, "It was too dark, so I guess I didn’t see the other one." 

 

It’s not on the same scale as doing evil, but I never toilet-papered a house in broad 

daylight. Only at night. When it was dark. 

 

Unless the light comes there will be only darkness. Take away all the lights and all you 

have left is dark. And for some, dark is preferred. 

 

Our physical bodies were not designed for darkness. In recent days I’ve been reading 

and listening to stories about quarterback Aaron Rodgers. As I understand it, he just 

completed a four day “silence retreat” where supposedly he stayed and sat in total 

silence and darkness while he made a decision about his football playing career.  

 

A whole lot of medical people are saying that this experience is not good for you – that 

your brain turns a bit loopy after more than two days of total darkness, and that you will 

go completely mad in about a week. I have a nephew who is a Green Bay Packer fan, 

and he is firmly convinced that Rodgers spent too much time in the dark. 

 

Our spiritual bodies were not designed for darkness either. Yet we are often reluctant to 

leave the darkness. Yet we must. The consequences are not good. Which brings me to 

the application. 

 

 

APPLICATION: LIGHT BRINGS LIFE 

 

“I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness but 

will have the light of life. (John 8:12) 

 

The first chapter of John makes the same point: 

 
 In him was life… (John 1:4) 

 

Often when people think about the life Jesus gives, they think about the duration of life. 

Eternal life. 

 

But it must mean more than that. A life that would last forever could be a terrible curse. 

• Many people want nothing more than to be released from life. Dying for some 

people is far preferrable to living.  

• That’s sad, but unfortunately true.  

 

In order for eternal life to be a good thing, it must be more than just how long it lasts. 

There has to be a certain quality of life wrapped up in it.  

• The life offered by Jesus is called “the light of life” 
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“I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in 

darkness but will have the light of life. (John 8:12) 

 

Remember, where there is light there can be no darkness. The life Jesus brings is not a 

life of fear or dread, despair or depression, misery or woe.  

 

The sacrifice Jesus offered took care of all those things. His followers do not need to 

experience them. 

 

Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. (John 1:29) 

 

Jesus takes away all that. Because He is LIGHT. 

 

Let’s celebrate that. 

 

Amen. 

 


