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I AM the Vine 

John 15:1-8 
 

INTRODUCTION 

If I were preaching about the seven I AM statements of John in the sequence that Jesus 

said them, this would be the final sermon. But I’m not doing that, of course, so after 

tonight there will be three sermons left in this series. Those will be preached on Palm 

Sunday, Maundy Thursday and Easter Sunday. 

 

In case you are wondering, in proper sequence those I AM statements are: 

I AM the Bread of Life (Maundy Thursday) 

I AM the Light of the World  

I AM the Gate (Palm Sunday) 

I AM the Good Shepherd  

I AM the Resurrection and the Life (Easter Sunday) 

I AM the Way, the Truth and the Life  

I AM the Vine 

 

So our theme for tonight is John 15:5: 

 

I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will 

bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. (John 15:5) 

 

If you want to experience the meaning behind this I AM statement, you need to put 

your patriotic hats on. Wave your flags. Hum Lee Greenwood’s “I’m proud to be an 

American.” It will set the mood just a bit. 

 

The cultivation of vineyards was very important to the life and image of the Jewish 

people. When Jesus used this image, He was not introducing something new. Not at all. 

The vine was very familiar to every Jew. It was for them a national symbol, much like the 

bald eagle or the American flag would be for us as Americans. 

• Herod’s Temple had a vine embossed over the entrance. 

• Their coins had vines on them. 

 

Check out these verses: 

 

You transplanted a vine from Egypt; you drove out the nations and planted it. 

You cleared the ground for it, and it took root and filled the land. (Psalm 80:8-9) 

 

What more could have been done for my vineyard than I have done for it? 

When I looked for good grapes, why did it yield only bad? (Isaiah 5:4) 

 

Israel was a spreading vine; he brought forth fruit for himself. As his fruit increased, 

he built more altars; as his land prospered, he adorned his sacred stones. Their 

heart is deceitful, and now they must bear their guilt. (Hosea 10:1-2a) 
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They were the vine. That’s what they understood. And in an act of wonderful grace, 

God “transplanted” this vine known as Israel into the Promised Land of Canaan and 

gave the nation every possible benefit. If ever a nation had everything it needed to 

succeed, it was Israel. 

 

But instead of producing luscious grapes, the vine of Israel produced sour grapes! God 

needed to deal with the nation Israel. But despite the punishment they faced from 

God, they never lost their sense of identity: They were the vine.  

 

Now Jesus comes. And to all these people who have long thought of themselves as the 

“vine,” He proclaims Himself to be the Vine … and not just the Vine, but the TRUE VINE. 

 

I AM the true vine… (John 15:1) 

 

Because they saw themselves as the vine, the Jews had always seen themselves as the 

source of life and prosperity for all nations.  

• The Messiah would come through them. 

• And through the Messiah the blessing would come to the nations. 

• BUT that came from the Jews through the Messiah to the nations. 

• The message was always “Be nice to the Jews or God will do bad things to you.” 

 

But Jesus turns that back on them.  

 

I am the vine; you are the branches. (John 15:5) 

 

There are two major implications for them, and for us. 

 

 

IMPLICATION #1:  BEAR FRUIT 

Verse 5: 

 

I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will 

bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.  

 

If we are the branches, we need to produce fruit.  

 

When a group of Christians begins to think in marketing and business terminology, you 

will often hear the word “results.” But this is not actually a Bible concept. A machine can 

produce results, and so can a robot, but it takes a living organism to produce fruit.  

 

Several different kinds of spiritual fruit are named in the Bible.  

• We bear fruit when we win others to Christ (Rom. 1:13).  

• As we grow in holiness and obedience, we are bearing fruit (Rom. 6:22).  

• Paul considered Christian giving to be fruit from a dedicated life (Rom. 15:28).  

• “The fruit of the Spirit” (Gal. 5:22–23) is the kind of Christian character that glorifies 

God and makes Christ real to others.  
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• The praise that comes from our hearts and lips is actually fruit to the glory of God 

(Heb. 13:15). 

 

That’s quite a litany of fruit. A regular fruit salad. It is all fruit coming from the same vine.  

 

I’m reminded of the movie Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory. There was a piece 

of candy called, “The Never Ending Gobstopper.” What was amazing is that it was a 

single piece of candy with endless sorts of flavors. The fruit that we produce as we are 

connected to the vine has many different “flavors.” They all point back to the TRUE 

VINE.  

 

My good friend Dan Kopp was also a preacher’s kid. He told me about the day he 

accompanied his father on a home visit. On the coffee table sat a bowl of beautiful 

apples. Well, Dan was hungry. It was almost lunch time. And the conversation between 

his father and the lady of the house (Bea Winger) was going on and on and on. And 

the temptation grew and grew and grew. 

• Finally, when Dan was sure no one was looking he grabbed one of those apples 

and bit into it. It was wax. And he had left a big imprint of his teeth in it.  

• Quickly he put the apple back in the bowl and arranged it in a way that hid his 

teeth marks. Fortunately, he thought, no one saw. 

• Fast-forward about 30 years. Dan’s father was no longer the pastor of that 

church, but the church was having a anniversary celebration. They invited Dan’s 

entire family back, and this same lady invited them over to her house for desert 

after the anniversary celebration.  

• And wouldn’t you know … the same bowl of wax apples was sitting on the same 

coffee table. Again when he thought no one was looking, he checked to see if 

his teeth prints were still in the apple. They were.  

• Only this time, the lady of the house was watching. She told him that she had 

actually seen him take the original bite, and had kept it all these years because 

it brought such joy to her heart every time she thought about it. 

 

Like that wax apple, sometimes things that look like fruit show up in the lives of people, 

but real fruit is different. Real fruit has seeds … meaning it has reproductive power in it. 

The life giving source of the TRUE VINE always results in fruit will go on reproducing from 

one life to another. There will be fruit—more fruit—much fruit. 

 

A branch that is united with the true vine will always bear fruit.  

 

But sometimes there is a problem. Not every branch is producing. That leads us to the 

second implication. 

 

 

IMPLICATION #2:  REMAIN CONNECTED 

Verse 5: 

 

I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will 

bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.  
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In order to produce fruit, you have to stay connected to the vine. 

 

In and of itself, a branch is weak and useless. It is good for either bearing fruit or burning.  

• The branch cannot produce its own life; it must draw that life from the vine.  

 

Apart from the vine, the branch can do nothing. 

 

• It is our communion with Christ through the Spirit that makes possible the bearing 

of the fruit. 

 

Many of the images of Christ and the believer given in Scripture emphasize this 

important concept: 

• We are the body of Christ (1 Cor. 12) 

• We are the bride of Christ (Eph. 5:25–33) 

• We are the sheep under the care of the Good Shepherd (John 10). 

 

The sooner we as believers discover that we are but branches, the better we will relate 

to the Lord; for we will know our own weakness and confess our need for His strength. 

The key word is often translated as “abide” or “remain” or “continue.” 

• It is used eleven times in John 15:1–11  

 

What does it mean to “abide”?  

• It means to keep in fellowship with Christ so that His life can work in and through 

us to produce fruit.  

• This certainly involves the Word of God  

• And the confession of sin so that nothing hinders our communion with Him (John 

15:3).  

• It also involves obeying Him because we love Him (John 15:9–10). 

 

This abiding relationship is natural to the branch and the vine, but it must be cultivated 

in the Christian life. It is not automatic. Abiding in Christ demands worship, meditation 

on God’s Word, prayer, sacrifice, and service—but what a joyful experience it is! Once 

you have begun to cultivate this deeper communion with Christ, you have no desire to 

return to the shallow life of the careless Christian. 

 

So what does all of this mean for us as we move on toward the cross and our 

celebration of Easter. 

 

 

APPLICATION 

Hopefully by now you know very well the theme of our Lenten season: 

 

Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. (John 1:29) 

 

Back in the Garden of Eden when sin entered this world the connection between God 

and every human being was broken.  Isaiah says it like this: 
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Surely the arm of the Lord is not too short to save, nor his ear too dull to hear. But 

your iniquities have separated you from your God … (Isaiah 59:1-2) 

 

Or in the imagery of this I AM statement, we are cut off – branches that don’t have the 

life-giving resources of the vine flowing through them. 

 

The Lamb of God is our way back.  

 

Amen. 

 


